
 
Website: www.frespace.org; email: edistofrespace@gmail.com; like us on Facebook 

 
1 

               FRESPACE Findings     
Spring/Summer 2020 

 
 

     

President’s Report 

 
The past year has been a busy one for the Park 
staff who, now that they’re not consumed with 
storm recovery, have been able to focus more on 
facility upgrades. Check out Park Manager Kyle 
Bullock’s report and that of Sam Petit, our Inter-
pretive Ranger. FRESPACE has seen record-
setting results in three key areas. 
 
First, this past season has been a great one for 
Loggerhead sea turtle nesting. This year the mile 
and a half of Edisto Beach State Park beach saw 
351 nests compared to the previous record of 240. 
Most nests hatched prior to the arrival of Hurri-
cane Dorian yielding 26,040 hatchlings compared 
to 8,709 the previous year. 
 
Second, FRESPACE membership has ballooned 
to 484 family and 14 corporate memberships. This 
compares to last year’s numbers of 391 and 7, re-
spectively. Our corporate members are Charleston 
Fossil Adventures, Edisto Bike Rentals, Edisto 
Kennels, Edisto Saltwater Tours, Edisto Water-
sports & Tackle, The Edistonian Gift Shop & Gal-
lery, Green Boat Discount Liquors, Home Ad-
vantage Realty, The Joggle Factory, Kennerty 
Surveying, Lowcountry River Rats, Mueller Elec-
tric, and Russ Hewitt State Farm Insurance. Please 
patronize these businesses and thank them for 
their support of FRESPACE. 
 
Third, this year FRESPACE has contributed over 
$16,000 for 19 separate projects in the State Park. 
Our major source of revenue is membership fees, 
and our ability to provide this level of financial  

 
 
support is driven by the increase in our member-
ship. The projects we funded this year include 
supplies to protect sea turtle nests, new au-
dio/visual equipment for the ELC conference 
room, improved “you are here” signage for the 
Park trails, fencing for dune protection, improve-
ment of four separate displays in the ELC, bird 
feed for the ELC bird sanctuary, fencing for the 
Bache Monument, and t-shirts for the ELC tie-dye 
programs. Stop by the ELC and see all it offers. 
 

 
Turtle Fest 2019 

 
FRESPACE members have also supported the 
Park with their labor. A group dubbed the Blow-
hards blow off the four miles of Park trails keep-
ing them among the best maintained in the state 
park system. Volunteers have participated in in-
stalling fencing to protect the dunes and shore-
birds during their nesting season, assisting with 
the Turtle Fest, planting vegetation to prevent 
dune erosion, installing fencing around the Bache 
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Monument, and planting flowers for the Monarch 
butterfly garden. 
 
A more complete list of accomplishments appears 
on the back of the enclosed proxy sheet. We con-
tinue to emphasize communications to our mem-
bership and those visiting the Edisto Beach State 
Park. We currently have 4,352 Facebook follow-
ers. Watch our frequently updated website 
(www.frespace.org), Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/frespace), and emails 
(edistofrespace@gmail.com) for notice of volun-
teer activities. 
  
As a reminder, here are some of the benefits of 
membership: 

• Entry to the State Park (camping not in-

cluded) 

• Boat ramp privileges at Live Oak Landing 

• Use of picnic shelters, tables, and grills 

• Parking and restroom facilities at the beach 

• Admission to the ELC 

• Use of Park trails for hiking and biking 

• Membership in an organization helping 

preserve Edisto’s natural beauty  

 
The annual Turtle Fest is June 6 and a great event 
for children and adults. This year the Park plans to 
enhance the activities that entertain and educate 
about sea turtles. Representatives from the South 
Carolina Aquarium typically bring a variety of 
turtles to see and touch. This event also provides 
volunteer opportunities for FRESPACE members.  
 
Our annual meeting is Saturday, March 28 at the 
ELC. We will begin with a coffee and donuts so-
cial period at 8:30 a.m. with the business meeting 
to follow at 9:00 a.m. Again, this year, Edisto Wa-
tersports & Tackle (EWT) has graciously offered 
free kayaking trips or a boat ride through the 
creeks for $10 per person. All events are open to 

FRESPACE members and will leave from EWT. 
The river cruise will leave at 1:00 p.m. and the 
kayaking at 3:00 p.m. Reservations need to be 
made at EWT. 
 
Thanks to each of you for your support. Together 
we are making a difference. 

Bill Andrews, FRESPACE President 

 
Park Manager’s Report 

 
Greetings FRESPACE Members, 
 
It has been another busy winter season! It seems 
each year the “Off Season” gets shorter and short-
er. Although this only provides a small window, 
our staff looks forward to this time to make im-
provements we normally do not have the time for 
in the busy season. The weather has been mild 
and the campground and cabins have been steadi-
ly occupied. Since our last newsletter, we have 
added to the Edisto team. Shane Felske has been 
hired as Asst. Park Ranger. Shane replaces Adri-
anne Bagwell who was promoted to a full-time 
position at Santee State Park. We have also added 
an Asst. Maintenance Supervisor, Darrin Moore 
who started mid-January and has already proven 
to be a great addition to our staff. 
 
This winter we have been working on numerous 
projects including remodeling the day use chang-
ing rooms. Work has begun to freshen up the Wi-
Fi lounge, and we have installed a new projector 
and screen for our Turtle Night Walk program. In 
January, FRESPACE generously donated $10,400 
for projects and programs. Part of this was to 
build a display for the animal pelts. Thanks to the 
craftsmanship of our staff, construction is com-
plete. This display will be available in the next 
few weeks. Additional exhibit foliage was pur-
chased for our Alligator exhibit and has been well 
received by visitors and especially our young rep-
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tilian, Marsh! A portion of the funding has been 
used to upgrade the media in the Environmental 
Learning Center Conference room. This room is 
used by the park and other agencies to host semi-
nars, workshops and programs. This will allow for 
easier use and help when presenting information 
about the wonderful resource we have in our part 
of the South Carolina Lowcountry.  
 
This year we will host our annual Easter Egg Hunt 
on April 4. Watch the website and email for de-
tails. The Turtle Fest will be June 6 and whether 
you plan to attend or volunteer, this is a can’t miss 
even which allows us to further educate people 
about sea turtles. 
 
As always, thank y’all for your continued support.  
We look forward to seeing you out in the park, as 
well as our great community! 

Kyle Bullock, Park Manager 

 

Interpretive Ranger’s Report 

 
Hey FRESPACE! 
 
Although things are slowing down on the island 
during the off-season, here at the park we are in 
project mode! Our attendance has dropped since 
the holidays, but that allows us to spruce up our 
exhibits. We’ve been working on updating our 
aquariums with new plants and accessories. We’re 
also redoing our main tank and touch tank. Pat 
and Lucas have been working hard on the appear-
ance of our tanks and doing a fabulous job getting 
them ready for spring. Next time you visit, our 
tanks will look a little different. 
 
With FRESPACE funding, we added to Marsh’s 
alligator exhibit, and soon we’ll have our animal 
pelts displayed in the center. Be sure to check out 
Marsh’s exhibit next time you’re at the ELC. 
Greenery has been added to make it a more natu-

ral environment. With the help of our mainte-
nance team, we’re constructing a shadow box to 
display our animal pelts. Some other updates for 
this off-season, also possible with FRESPACE 
funding, are our conference room media upgrade 
and new lightweight touch tank covers. We’re in 
the process of getting those done before our busy 
season kicks off. A big thank you to FRESPACE 
and its members for making that happen! 
 

 
Ruby and Turnip 

 
Lucas, our program specialist, has been working 
on his own off-season project. He’s currently re-
doing our front displays to incorporate more of 
the historical features of our park and of Edisto. 
There’s so much history here, and Lucas is a his-
tory major so I’m excited to see how it’s dis-
played. 
 
We have new volunteers - Bob Renner, Lisa 
Barnes, and Steve Mueller. Bob has been with us 
for a few months and is a great help especially 
with these off-season projects. Lisa and Steve are 
FRESPACE members and are here for only part 
of the year, but they are eager to volunteer when 
here. 
  
Come out and see us at the park! 

Sam Pettit, Interpretive Ranger 


