FRESPACE Findings
Spring/Summer 2016
Park Manager’s Report
Greeting FRESPACE Members,
What a great
time of year!
Just like nature, the Park
goes from a
dormant destination with
fewer visitors
to a park full
of life with
spring breakers. It is great
to see the increased activity and to hear the compliments of
projects completed during our short break from
full occupancy. Just around the corner is
summer. Where have the doldrums of winter
gone?
The Park staff took advantage of the less busy
season. We completed the repairs to the Scotts
Creek Trail boardwalks. A berm between the
picnic area and beachfront campground has been
landscaped to provide a more aesthetically
pleasing view and more sustainable landscape.
Staff also renovated the two ADA cabin
restrooms by repairing the floors and replacing
the tile. The beachfront campground road and
campsites have been rehabilitated. Utilizing the
newly acquired road grader and 80 loads of shell
sand, the beachfront campground roads and the
majority of campsites have been rehabilitated.

A plan has been derived for the Spanish Shell
Mound. Due to the flood damage in October, the
trail leading to the mound has been closed.
Furthermore, the sea wall that was installed to
protect the mound has failed. Instead of
continually battling Mother Nature, a plan to
excavate the mound has been put into action. Dr.
Karen Smith will bring a field school out to the
park starting in May. They will collect data and
artifacts before they are engulfed by Scotts
Creek. The park staff has plans for the interpretation of the data collected and a revamped trail in
that area.
The park received the Robert J. Papenfus Award
this January during the annual State Park
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Managers Conference. This award is for
excellence in management of natural and cultural
resources. The park staff has been managing
invasive species including Privet, Wisteria,
Pampas Grass, and English Ivy the last few years
with great success A record number of
Loggerhead Sea Turtle nests were also observed
on the State Park Beach this year. We are very
proud to be recognized with the Papenfus Award
this year!
I would like to personally thank all FRESPACE
members for supporting a great cause. Without
your support we would not be able to complete
the numerous projects and repairs that we did
this past year. As always, if you have ideas to
make our little piece of paradise better let me
know. See You in the Park!
Jon Greider, Park Manager
Interpretive Ranger’s Report
Greetings, FRESPACE!
We have been busy, busy, busy here at the
Learning Center! The winter months were
excellent for completing much needed renovations, and we haven’t been shy about making
them.
Right from the start, returning guests will notice
a new look to our front room. Rearranged to
allow a more natural flow to the exhibits, visitors
can see more in the lobby than they ever have
before. We also installed a new hands-on shell
exhibit for the kids! While the front room has
traditionally been a hands-off zone full of glass
displays, now kids have fun sorting games
available to them, while the adults browse our
traditional exhibits.
For those who have visited the ELC before, it’s
no secret that we have multiple fresh and
saltwater aquariums with local animals from the
island. This winter these aquariums saw a much
needed facelift. Thanks to funding from
FRESPACE, we installed four brand new 40
gallon aquariums for our Cross Section of South

Carolina – from the Uplands to the Sea. The
major improvement on these aquariums is a blue
acrylic backing to the water exhibits, bringing
out the true colors of the fish and crabs housed
within!

Another aquarium that saw an overhaul was our
alligator tank. Our baby alligator is quickly
outgrowing the designation of “baby,” clocking
in at over 16 inches long. His new glass
aquarium provides visitors with a clear look at all
of his features. Additionally, look up from his
tank and admire the new, life size alligator decal,
and mural that we’ve installed. Thanks to this
new aquarium, the alligator’s previous tank was
handed down to our diamondback terrapin – or
as many know her - Turnip. Our reptiles are now
swimming in style with these tanks!
While the aquariums are always some of the
biggest attractions at our center, some of the
other static exhibits need a little TLC, too. This
January, our exhibit on Crops of the ACE Basin
received that love and care. What once was a
mock garden filled with dirt, seed packets, and a
crumbling scarecrow is now a sleek table filled
with the three historic crops (cotton, indigo, and
rice) of Edisto Island and the surrounding area.
And sometimes, something as simple as a new
light bulb can bring a fresh look to a display.
Check out the amazing transformation:
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Whether you’ve been to the Environmental
Learning Center before or not, now is the time to
see all of our new exhibits. Come out and admire
them as you attend one of our programs. Our
Spring Survival Series is continuing with topics
on Water Purification (March 26th), Primitive
Hunting (April 9th), and Edible Plants (May 14th),
all at 1:00 pm, at the ELC. As always, stop by
the center at noon to see the feeding of all of our
fish, crabs, and turtles during What’s on the
Menu! We can’t wait to see you! Come out and
play.
Ashby “Ranger Ash” Gale
Interpretive Ranger

Please check the membership expiration date
on the top of your mailing address label on the
front of this newsletter. If your membership
has expired, we hope you will renew.
REMEMBER – Your membership in
FRESPACE entitles you to free entry to all of
Edisto Beach State Park properties including
the Environmental Learning Center (excluding campsites) for one year.
Great American Cleanup – March 19, 2016; 9:00
a.m.; website – www.edistopride.org
Beach Sweep – September 17, 2016; 9:00 a.m.

FRESPACE ANNUAL MEETING
April 16 at The Coffee Shop at Edisto Beach
3731 Docksite Road; 843-869-3000

AGENDA
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.

Coffee & Biscuits at The Coffee Shop at Edisto Beach
Members’ Annual Meeting
FRESPACE Board of Directors Meeting
River Cruise ($10 per person)
Kayak Paddle (free - compliments of Edisto Watersports)

Call Edisto Watersports at 843-869-0663 for Activity Reservations and tell
them you’re with FRESPACE, or RSVP when you return Proxy by mail, or
email edistofrespace@gmail.com.
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FRESPACE – PROXY Information
The nominating committee recommends the following persons for election to the Board of Directors
to fill the positions of Directors whose terms expire in 2016.
Nominee
Bill Andrews
Sid Gauthreaux
Bob Hare
Krystal Hudson-Martin
John McInerney

Term
2 years
2 years
2 years
2 years
2 years

Replaces
Self
Self
Additional Board Member
John Rogers
Ida Tipton

Proposed Changes to FRESPACE Bylaws
The following summarizes the proposed changes to the FRESPACE Bylaws to be considered in
the annual meeting of April 16, 2016.
• Added the option of having the annual meeting in April, instead of only March.
• Removed verbiage pertaining only to the creation of the initial Board.
• Removed the requirement for having a non-Board member on the nominating committee.
• Specified that the annual meeting shall be held prior to the second quarterly Board meeting
rather than the first.
• Clarified that the terms of the President and Vice President begin immediately upon their
election in the Board meeting following the annual meeting and those for the Secretary and
Treasurer shall begin on the 15th of the subsequent month. Removed the prohibition of
officers serving more than two consecutive terms.
Please be prepared to vote on the nominees and Bylaw changes at the annual meeting. FOR FRESPACE
TO HAVE A QUORUM AND CONDUCT THE ANNUAL MEETING, ATTENDANCE BY 20% OF
THE MEMBERSHIP IN PERSON OR BY PROXY IS REQUIRED. PROXIES MUST BE FILED IN
WRITING WITH THE SECRETARY PRIOR TO THE MEETING.
(cut here)

****IMPORTANT****
If you do not plan to attend the annual meeting, please sign the following proxy and return it
to: FRESPACE, 8377 State Cabin Road, Edisto Island, SC 29438 or sign, scan, and email as
an attachment to edistofrespace@gmail.com. This is necessary so that we meet quorum
requirements. Thank you.
The undersigned appoints the FRESPACE Board of Directors or ______________________
(named individual), as his or her proxy for the Annual Meeting to be held on April 16, 2016.
Dated____________________, 2016____________________________________________
(signature)

APPLICATION

Membership in FRESPACE entitles you to access the entire grounds of Edisto Beach State
Park with the exception of the campsites. If you
would prefer to receive communications via
email, contact us at edistofrespace@gmail.com.
This will save on postage and printing. Thank
you for your support!

To volunteer, please circle your general area of interest and
note any background, experience, etc. you might like to share.
Educational. Staff information desk at Interpretive Center,
lead programs, assist with school visits/field trips, assist in
collection of educational material.
Resource Management. Assist in environmental studies/projects.

MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL

Facility/Grounds Maintenance. Includes carpentry, electrical, plumbing, and landscaping, trail.

NAME____________________________________

Family Membership Donation ($25) ___________________

STREET / P.O. BOX ________________________

Corporate Membership Donation ($100) ________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP __________________________

Contribution (Thanks!) _____________________________

E-Mail ____________________________________

TOTAL (Payable to FRESPACE) _____________________

PHONE ___________________________________

We are a 501c3 non-profit organization.

Please mail application to:
FRESPACE
8377 State Cabin Road
Edisto Island, SC 29438

FRESPACE
8377 State Cabin Road
Edisto Island, SC 29438

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
FRESPACE ANNUAL MEETING – April 16;
9:30 a.m.
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