President’s Report— Mick Royston

2024 has been a busy and successful period for
Frespace. Our board approved funds to participate
in the Edisto Island Chamber of Commerce Turtle
Tide. Sponsors of this event purchase a blank fi-
berglass replica of a loggerhead sea turtle along
with its mounting stand, then arrange for a local art-
ist to design and paint each sponsor’s entry.

Frespace will be the recipient of all funds generated
from our entry to the auction. Our turtle is named
ELCee, appropriately, and is presently displayed at
the Environmental Learning Center. ELCee was
designed and painted by local artist Sarah Wan-
namaker and is a beautiful turtle. We invite all
Frespace members to visit the ELC and see ElCee,
and, hopefully, to consider bidding on her during
the Turtle Tide auction on October 13. We would
love to see ELCee in permanent residence at the
ELC, and it is hard to imagine a more worthy recip-
ient of your donation than Frespace. Contact the
Chamber if you need more information on bidding.

Our volunteers contribute with their hands as well
as their pocketbooks, and Volunteer Coordinator,
Ron Steele, does a great job with our volunteer
group. Be sure to read Ron’s report to catch up on
volunteer projects this year. We are especially
proud that after Storm Debbie visited Edisto, thirty
volunteers showed up to a hastily called work ses-
sion at the Edisto Island State Park beach day-use
area to clear storm debris. It was a great turnout
and a great job!

Finally, Frespace would like to announce a new ad-
dition to our board. Lisa Cumming, has been ap-
pointed to the board and elected as our new Secre-
tary. Lisa is an island resident and has great quali-
fications and experience. She is already proving to
be an energetic and impactful officer.

Keith Seigfried has volunteered to be our new
webmaster. Keith is an Atlanta resident who plans
to reside here permanently next year. He has al-
ready improved our website performance, and all
our officers who have met Keith have been im-
pressed with his experience and expertise. Our spe-
cial thanks go to Communications Coordinator, Id-
dy Andrews, who recruited Keith.

Park Manager’s Report — Kyle Bullock

The park has made it through another high-volume
season. It is pretty much guaranteed that from May
through Labor Day weekend, all facets of the park
will be busy. One thing has been the uptick in use at
the Live Oak Landing. There were multiple times
where the park came close to having to close the
ramp due to lack of parking. All in all, it was a solid
season for the park.

It was a pretty good turtle season as well. Although
it was anticipated to have fewer nests than 2023, we
had a good amount. Big thanks to all the volunteers
and Turtle Team who worked tirelessly to protect
the sea turtles. It is a labor of love, and we greatly
appreciate their dedication.
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This season the park suffered damage from Tropical
Storm Debby. The park evacuated all campers in a
safe and timely fashion and prepared the park for
any foreseeable damage. A tornado landed on the
park and caused damage on Cabin Road and pro-
ceeded north through the trail system before contin-
uing across Palmetto Road towards Fishing Creek.
The campgrounds and day-use area were closed un-
til August 15. A big thanks goes out to our
FRESPACE members who came out to clean up the
day-use area. The workday was so proficient that a
predicted two-day job was knocked out on the first
day! By having the volunteers come out, we were
able to devote park personnel to continue in other
areas which kept our August 15 opening day an ob-
tainable goal. Before the storm, we had another suc-
cessful work project day in which volunteers helped
park staff install new sand fencing at the leased lot
by Coot’s. In doing so, we ensure the protective ef-
forts of the dune system and diverting beach traffic
to use the beach accesses.

This upcoming fall/winter we will work on projects
to enhance and improve the park’s amenities. We
are working with FRESPACE to expand the ADA
sidewalk system in the day-use portion of the park.
Potential plans call for a section to include the con-
struction of at least two new beach rinse stations.
This would make the amenity more visible and help
with the access to the beach. Park staff are looking
to do some long-needed work on the main office
building to help secure the flashing and seal off are-
as which have allowed water to infiltrate. Another
big portion will be devoted to trail section cleanups
from the aftermath of the tornado damage.

As always, thank y’all for your continued support of
the park. We look forward to seeing you in our great
community and the park.

Interpretive Ranger’s Report — Samantha “Sam”
Foreman

Since our last newsletter, we have had a few out-
reach events that were quite successful and provid-
ed great opportunities for our staff to work with
DNR and FRESPACE. This spring and summer
season were slightly slower in attendance compared
to last year, but we are still on track to have a high
attendance year. Our ACE Basin Fun Day in April,

the 20" Anniversary of the ELC, and TurtleFest
brought in over 700 visitors combined. As we con-
tinue to have these events throughout the year, this
will allow us to promote the park, the ELC, and
FRESPACE. The next ACE Basin Fun Day is Sep-
tember 21 and has the same layout as previous years
with the educational booths, food trucks, and
DNR’s educational vessel.

This busy season saw some staff changes at the
ELC. In March, Mary, our assistant interpreter, left,
and we hired Piper West to fill that position. Piper
is from North Carolina and has a background in
outdoor recreation with a degree from Western Car-
olina University. She has been a great asset to our
staff this season. Additionally, our animal care spe-
cialist, Sarah, left to pursue graduate school in
Alaska. We hired Daniel Loging from Lexington,
SC to fill that position. Daniel has a background in
fisheries and is a recent USC grad. Next time you
are at the ELC, be sure to stop in and say hi to our
new additions!

This summer, we had 4 interns who assisted us with
our turtle program and at the ELC, Anna, Drew,
Julianne, and Julia. They are from SC, PA, VA, and
GA, respectively. They were a great help with pa-
trols, our night walk programs, our ELC programs,
and assisting with day-to-day operations. They left
to continue their education, and we know they will
go on to do great things!

For exhibits, we are still waiting to add the macro-
scope from the same company as the microscope so
visitors will be able to have an up-close view of
larger specimens. We will install microscope slides
and slide turntables for each scope to protect the
slides and specimens on display. All these updates
are possible from a grant that FRESPACE received
and FRESPACE funds. Thank you to FRESPACE
for always supporting enhancement projects at the
ELC!

As time goes on and more opportunities pop up,
there will be more exciting updates to the ELC.
Hope to see around in the park and at the ELC!
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Membership — Ann Luckadoo

Currently, we have 349 family memberships and 28
corporate sponsors. The membership is valid until
the end of the month noted on the hangtag.
As a reminder, here are some of the benefits of
membership:
e Entry to the State Park
e Boat ramp privileges at Live Oak Landing.
e Use of the picnic shelters, tables, and grills.
e Parking and restroom facilities at the beach.
e Admission to the ELC.
e Use of the Park trails for hiking and biking.
e Membership in an organization helping pre-
serve Edisto’s natural beauty.

To renew your membership or sponsorship, please
send to FRESPACE, P. O. Box 523, Edisto Island,
SC 29438. You can also renew on our website
through PayPal.

Our corporate sponsors are Edisto Saltwater Tours
LLC, Edisto Sea Spirits, Positive Zenergy Massage,
All Clear Systems, Swann Associates, Slo-Boat
Construction, Cope Concrete, LLC, Green Boat
Discount Liquors, Higgins Adjusting, Peaceful and
Productive, LLC, Edisto Beach Vacation Rentals,
LLC, Carolina One Real Estate, Kennerty Survey-
ing Inc., G. & P. Constructors, The Joggle Factory,
LLC., McConkey’s Jungle Shack, Edisto Bike
Rentals, Pressley’s At The Marina, Ecological As-
sociates, Inc., Todd’s Convenience Stores, Kelly
Hyatt Realtor, Ace Basin Lock and Key, Walter-
boro Ford, The Wills Agency, and With These
Hands Gallery. We recognize our corporate spon-
sors on our FRESPACE webpage, and each sponsor
is recognized on the Corporate Sponsor display in
the ELC. Please patronize these businesses and
thank them for their support.

Volunteer Coordinator — Ron Steele

In early May, Frespace members assisted with the
cleanup of the trails at the Live Oak campground.
And board members participated in the ELC’s 20™
anniversary celebration. Also in May, Frespace vol-
unteers assisted park staff assemble picnic tables for

the day-use area. Over the course of two Wednes-
days, 24 new tables were assembled.

Normally Frespace does not have projects during
the summer months. However, TS Debby changed
that pattern this year. Twenty-six volunteers showed
up to clean up the day-use area prior to the park’s
reopening. Originally scheduled for two days, the
cleanup was accomplished in one day thanks to the
number of volunteers. Most recently, volunteers
removed the “area closed signs” that had been post-
ed to protect our shore birds during the season.

On tap for the fall is the continuation of sand fence
installation. A new project is to create concrete
sidewalks in the day-use area to facilitate better
handicapped access to the beach.

Communications — lddy Andrews

| am pleased to announce we have a new webmas-
ter, Keith Siegfried. Welcome aboard, Keith! We
say thanks to Mary Bergman for her years of ser-
vice in this capacity. We have 7.4 K Followers on
Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/FRESPACE).

Please check the mailing label on the back of this
newsletter to determine when your membership is
scheduled to expire. It takes several weeks to pro-
cess the memberships and get the up-to-date hang
tags to you.
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